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Extract of a letter from Mr. Read to the Directors of the Missionary 
Society. 
Hepuzisan, Bushmen’s Land, 4th Oct. 1816. 
HONOURED AND DEAR BRETHREN, 

After hearing from me from Grace Hill, you willbe anxious to 
hear of our further progress: I left Grace Hill on the 18th ult. and 
arrived at this place on the 2Ist, late at night. The country is 
delightful, far beyond that part of the Bushmen’s country which 
Mr. Campbell and I passed. We met with only four Bushmen on 
our way; the reason was that most of these people had fled to the 
colony, or near it, from the Corannas, who have made war against 
them ; and we were here four days before we met with any. 
We were much warned against lions, but have not seen one ; and 
the truth of Mr. Campbell’s observations seems more and more 
confirmed, that the lions of Africa are chained. The morning af- 
ter our arrival we met for prayer, and after consultation, we be- 
gan and finished two kraals for. the cattle and sheep, and likewise 
led out the water from the fountain, for a garden. The next day 
was Sabbath, which we spent profitably. I have with me no less 
than 29 members from our Church at Bethelsdorp. There is 
much life among us ; it is sometimes a little heaven on earth. Our 
brother Kruisman is very zealous ; he indeed may be said to be 
full of the Spirit; his discourses are very weighty: like brother 
Cupido, he sees no danger. 

J have four others, who take regular turns with me in the worship, 
and who I hope will become assistant Missionaries. 

I intend to look out more minutely, about four days from this, for 
a station for part of the Coranna nations lying very numerous there ; 
and this would complete the chain to the colony through this wild 
country, and very much facilitate the journeys to the remote sta- 
tions. 

On the Monday evening I began to be very uneasy that we met 
with no Bushmen, and this, led me to earnest prayer that evening 
and next morning ; and I afterwards found, that most of the Brethren 
and Sisters had been similarly impressed. 1 brought with me two 
interpreters from Grace Hill, one to remain, the other to return: 
the last is a Hottentot, who formerly resided at Tulbach. About 
a year ago he came under the sound of the Gospel by brother 
Smith, when I trust it was the power of God to his salvation. He 
is an intelligent man ; his whole heart is in the cause, and I trust 
he will be a great blessing to that nation. The other is a Bushman 
about 14 years old ; 2 years ago he was among the wild Bushmen, 
and, having no parents, was given to a farmer for sheep (a practice 
very common behind Sneeuwberg, and of which I intend to give 
information to government.) 

On the Tuesday our interpreter Cupido rode away in quest of 
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Bushmen,-and - towards noon -a man- with his-wife-and-ebild -arriv- 
ed; the man’s name is Kogelman, a very well behaved man. 
-Kogelman.was-much rejoiced at the sight of brother Corner, 
whom he had seen twice before, and said, that the Bushmen would 
rejoice likewise to hear of his arrival among them, as they had beer 
waiting with anxiety for it. 
The next day Kogelman went to fetch the Captain and bis sub- 


jects, and towards noon they arrived, 6 households ; the Captain’s 


name js Slinger, about.40 years old, has a wife and 5 children ; 
his countenance and behaviour discover discernment superior to 
many of the nation; his people seem obedient, which is not the 
case at Grace Hill. He was remarkably pleased with a piece ot 
tobacco, the length of my forefinger ; and seemed abundantly paid 
lor the ground we had taken possession of, which in the. colony 
would be worth at least 4000 rix dollars. 

They began constantly to attend ‘ the means of grace,’ morning 
and eyening, and the Captain’s mind seems much impressed. He 
says, he never thought so much before. He exclaimed, the other 
evening, before all his people, ‘ Now I believe there is a God.— 
How should I have hands to take, eyes to see, ears to hear, mouth 
to eat, feet to walk, &c. if there was not aGod ? We must pray to 
him of whom we hear, that he may teach us more. I cannot ex- 
plain what I feel in my heart. I never had such a heart before.— 
All the Bushmen must come to hear this great word. I must have 
a house built, and my children must be taught,’ &c. 

They were surprised to hear of the sea, not knowing that there 
was a larger body of water than that in the Cradock River—were 
astonished to hear that houses could be built, to sail over such a 
water ; and still more, that people, on the other side of that water 
loved them so as to send the word of God to them, and ploughs, 
spades, &c. &c. to cultivate their ground, so that they would not 
need to dig roots,.and depend on poisoned arrows for animal food, as 
the brethren would get their game shot for them with their guns. 

To behold the wretchedness of this people, and the fertility of 
their country, one would think that any person coming to teach the 
art of agriculture, would gain the esteem of the whole civilized 
world, independently of seeking their souls’ eternal welfare. 

We have nearly finished a house 36 feet long, (3 rooms) 15 
wide, and the sides 6 feet high; completed 2 channels for the 
water, and ploughed a large piece of ground. Our people from 
Bethelsdorp are very happy in having this opportunity of manifest- 
ing their. thankfulness for the Gospel sent to them, and they are 
zealous to go forward. 

The Bushmen have fixed themselves near brother Corner.— 
They have sticks of a semicircular form ; these are planted in a 
circle about 16 feet diameter; behind these sticks are fixed nfats 
3 feet high, pretty well made ; inside of the enclosure, under the 
sticks, is made a round hole, for each family, about 2} feet wide, 
and 3 or 4 inches deep ; in this hole, the husband, wife, and per- 
haps 2or 3 children, sleep, rolled up almost like hedge-hogs, with 

only the head lying on the side of the hole. Their skins would 
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be a light brown, if they were not so smeared with fat. The 
black earth afterwards coming upon them pfakes them look as if 
daubed with soot. I gave the captain’s wifé one of the looking- 
glasses which the Directors sent for the new Missions. They 
were pleased above measure, but seemed more inclined to use it 
as an ornament, than to behold their faces in it. 

There is no wood in this part of the country ; in fact, little or 
none to the north of Caffre land, but the thorn and willow ; and 
with this little can be effected. The last can be used for building, 
the first for ploughs, and other rough work. The days are be- 
coming intensely hot. We expect to be 7 or 8 days on our way 
to Gricqua Town. 

My mind is set upon Latakkoo, but I find I must not hasten. If 
the Lord should permit me to date a letter to you from that place, 
I shall almost be as old Simeon. I am unworthy to be employed 
in such a great work, and to see such great things ; and daily ex- 
perience teaches, that nothing is to be ascribed to me, but to the 
goodness, power, &c. of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It would be interesting to our friends in England to see our peo- 
ple recommending Christ to the Bushmen*, ‘They tell them to look 
at their hair; that although they now wear clothes, can read and 
understand the Bible, they are of the same people ; and before the 
Missionaries came to them, were asignorant, and in as hada state as 
they noware. Such language generally seems tohave a good effect. 

| now beg to recommend myself, and little travelling congrega- 
tions to the prayers of the Directors, and Society at large. 

——— (Signed) J. Reap. 
INDIA. - 

By letters received from Mr. May, of Chinsurah, we learn that 
Mr. Townley and Mr. Keith arrived at Calcutta on the 7th of Sept. 
1816. Mr. May mentions Mr. Townley’s preaching for him at 
Chinsurah ; but, by some unaccountable failure, the Directors 
have not yet received a letter from Mr. Townley himself. 

We are happy to find that Mr. May’s schools prosper exceeding- 
ly. He has transmitted copies of his Quarterly Reports, made te 
the officers of Government in India, on the state of the schools.— 
By a late Report it appears that he had the superintendance of 30 
schools, containing 2662 children, 

Mr. May is greatly delighted with the arrival of Mr. Townley 
and Mr. Keith: they will preach, for a time, in Mr. Townley’s 
house. He is already become, we are informed, very popular in 
Calcutta. — 

MADAGASCAR. 

Two sons of a King in the island of Madagascar have been re- 
ceived in the Mauritius, for the purpose of obtaining education.— 
This event may contribute essentially to the safety of Europeau 
merchants settling or trading there, and to the advancement of ci- 
vilization in that vast and fertile island. We hope that, ere long, 
missionaries will also be established there. The missionary So- 
ciety intend to send two as soon as possible. 
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260 Extracts from the Constitution of the 


DOMESTIC. 


Extractsfrom the Constitution of the Baptist Missionary Convention, 
as amended and passed 12th May, 1817. 


We, the delegates from Missionary Societies, and other religious 
bodies of the Baptist denomination, in various parts of the United 
States, met in convention, in the city of Philadelphia, for the pur- 
pose of carrying into effect the benevolent intentions of our con- 
stituents, by organizing a plan for eliciting, combining and direct- 
ing the energies of the whole denomination, in one sacred effort, 
for sending the glad tidings of Salvation to the Heathen, and to 
nations destitute of pure Gospel light, po acree to the following 
rules, or fundamental principles, viz. 

I. That this body shall be styled ‘“* The General Missionary 
Convention of the Baptist Denomination in the United States of 
America, for Foreign Missions.” 

II. That a triennial Convention shall hereafter be held, consist- 
ing of the delegates, not exceeding two in number, from each of 
the several Missionary societies, and other religious bodies of the 
Baptist denomination,* now existing, or which may herafter be 
formed in the United States, and which shall each regularly con- 
tribute to the General Missionary Fund a sum amounting, at least, 
to one hundred dollars per annum. 

Il}. ‘hat for the necessary transaction and dispatch of business, 
during the recess of the said Convention, there shall be a Board 
of thirty-one Commissioners, who shall be members of the said 
societies, churches, or other religious bodies aforesaid, triennially 
appointed by the said Convention, by ballot, to be called ‘‘ The 
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions, for the United States.” That 
the said Board shall hold. an annual meeting, the quorum at which 
shall consist of eleven, but at all other meetings of the Board five 
shall be the quorum for the transaction of business ; and which Board 
shall continue in office until successors be duly appointed, and 
shall have power to make and adopt by-laws for the government 
of the said Board, and for the furtherance of the general objects 
of the Institution. 

1V. That it shall be the duty of this Board to employ mission- 
aries, and, if necessary, take measures for the improvement of 
their qualifications ; to fix on the field of their labours -; on the 
compensation to be allowed them for their services ; to superin- 
tend their conduct, and to dismiss them should their services be 
disapproved ; to publish accounts, from time to time, of the 
Board’s transactions, and an annual Address to the public ; to call 
a special meeting of the Convention on any extraordinary occa- 
sion ; and, in general, conduct the executive part of the missionary 
concern, 

V. That such persons, only, as are in full communion wit! 
some regular church of our denomination, and who furnish satis- 





* The present number in the United States is 191, of which 110 are female 
societies. 
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iactory evidence of genuine piety, good talents, and fervent zeal 
for the Redeemer’s cause, are to be employed as missionaries. 

XIf. That the said Convention shall have power, and in the 
interval of their meetings, the Board of Commissioners, on the 
recommendation of any one of the constituent bodies belonging to 
the Convention, shall also have power to elect honorary members 
of piety, and distinguished liberality, who, on their election, shall 
be entitled to a seat, and take part in the deliberations of the Con- 
vention: but it shall be understood that the right of voting shall 
be confined to the delegates. 

XIII. That the Board shall have power, at their discretion, to 
appropriate a portion of their funds to domestic missionary pur- 
poses, in such parts of this country where the seed of the Word 
may be advantageously cast, and which mission societies, on a 
small scale, do not effectively reach. ; 

XIV. That when competent and distinct funds shall have 
been received for the purpose, the Board, from these, without 
resorting at all to the mission funds, shall proceed to institute a 
Classical and Theological Seminary, for the purpose of aiding 
pious young men, who, in the judgment of the churches of which 
they are members, and of the Board, possess gifts and graces suit- 
ed to the Gospel ministry. 

XVI. That in case any of the constituent bodies shall 
be unable to send representatives to the said Convention, they 
shall be permitted to vote by proxy, which proxy shall be ap- 
pointed by writing. 

XVII. That any alterations which experience may dictate, 
from time to time, may be made in these articles, at the 
regular meeting of the Convention, by two-thirds of the members 
present. —. 

Extracts from the proceedings of the new Board met, 15th May 1817. 

Resolved, That pursuant to the recommendation of the Conven- 
tion, and the report of the committee on the subject, an Agency 
be continued. 

A letter addressed to the Convention, prepared by Mr. Rice at 
the instance of several members of that body, on the subject of 
his missionary views, and the relations between the Board and 
himself, in which he distinctly solicits the deliberate sense of the 
body as to his duty relative to going immediately to Burmah ; 
and which, after the subject had been weighed, it was judged 
proper should be referred to the Board, was read. On this com- 
munication the Rev. Drs. Furman, Staughton and Baldwin were 
appointed a committee, who, after due consultation on the subject, 
reported ; which report was atcepted: and the Board, upon se- 
riously considering the case, being united and decided in the 
opinion, that it is not the duty of Mr. Rice, as yet, to depart for 
the Burman empire, 

Resolved, unanimously, That brother Rice be continued agent 
of the Board in the United States; and that Dr. Staughton, Dr. 
Furman, and Mr. Mercer, be a committee to confer with him. 
relative to the direction of his ensuing labours. ; 
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On the communication made by the president of the Convention 
to that body, and referred to the board, relative to assisting the 
education of such pious young mén as appear to be called of God 
to the work of the ministry, 

Resolved, That the Board are impressed with the importance 
of the subject, and will cheerfully adopt measures, as opportunity 
shall serve, particularly by endeavouring to diffuse information 
themselves on the subject, by their Agent, and Missionaries, and 
otherwise, to bring it to full effect. 

The application of Messrs. James Colman and Edward W. 
Wheelock, for Missionary service in Burmah, was taken into con- 
sideration. 

Resolved, unanimously, That they be accepted as our Mission- 
aries, provided they meet the approbation of the committee of 
pa Northern section, and that their outfit be provided without 

elay. 

Resolved, That Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Sharp, and Mr. Bolles, be 
a committee*to attend to the outfit of brethren Wheelock and Col- 
man, when approved, with their families ; and that the said com- 
mittee be authorized to draw on the Treasurer for the amount 
necessary.—Also, that 1560 dollars be put into the hands of 
re said brethren Colman and Wheelock, on their going out to 

ndia, 

Resolved, That 3000 dollars be transmitted to India for the use 
of our Missionaries ; 2000 for the support of brethren Judson and 
Hough, and their families, and 1000 to assist in the translation de- 
ne and the printing of the Scriptures and religious tracts in 

urmah, 

The subject of domestic missions, and missions to the Indian tribes 
on our own continent was taken into consideration. 

Resolved, That the board contemplate, with deep concern, the 
miserable condition of the various tribes of Indians on our own con- 
tinent ; that they regard as a favourable indication in Providence, 
the anxious solicitude which many, particularly in the neighbour- 
hood of the Indians, manifest for introducing the Gospel among 
them ; that this Board will avail itself of the earliest opportunity, 
when any suitable person or persons shall offer for the service, to 
make a vigorous effort in relation to some of the tribes ; and that, 
pursuant to this determination, the Corresponding Secretary be in- 
structed to write to the Rev. Humphrey Posey, from whom some in- 
teresting information has been already received, to learn of him still 
further his views, particularly in relation to the Cherokees, in whose 
neighbourhood he has resided, whether he would be willing to la- 
hour among them, and if so, what plan of operation he could sug- 
gest as most eligible, and what support would be requisite—Also, 
that the Corresponding Secretary be instructed to write to the Cor- 
responding Secretary of the Sarepta Mission Society on this sub- 
ject, and to any others from whom he may judge important infor- 
mation may be obtained. 

Application was made on the part of the Rev. Messrs, John M. 
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Peck, and James E. Welch, for an appointment to a Western“mis- 
sion, having’ reference ultimately to the Western Indians. This 
application was accumpanied with aistatement by their ‘tutor, the 
Rev. Dr. Staughton, much in favour of their'religious character and 
deportment while members of his family, and of their talents and 
acquirements for the sacred ministry, which was highly. satisfacto- 
ry to the Board: : 

Resolved, unanimously, That the said brethren, James E. Welch 
and John M. Peck, be accepted as Missionaries of this Board ; that 
they be instructed to proceed, as:soon as convenient, to the west- 
ward, with a view to commence their labours at St. Louis, or its 
vicinity, in the Missouri Territory ; that 1000 dollars be placed in 
their hands, to assist them in going with their families to St. Louis, 
and to support them in the commencement of their missionary ex- 
ertions ; that they be authorized and requested to make collections 
of money, and of books, as opportunities offer, with a view of aiding 
thé Western mission, and give account of the same tothe: Board ; 
that they be instructed also to make inquiries, after arriving in the 
missionary field, relative to the native tribes in that quarter ; and 
that, on the ensuing Sabbath, they be solemnly set apart to the ser* 
vice of the said Western mission. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be instructed to 
write to the Rev. Isaac M’Coy, informing him of the designation 
of the two,brethren to missionary service in St. Louis. and. the sur- 
rounding country, for which station they had been fora considera- 
ble time diligently preparing ; that his application has been receiv- 
ed by the Board with emotions of pleasure and satisfaction; and 
that they request him to inform them whether there is not in that 
qaarter, and perhaps nearer to Vincennes than is St. Louis, some 
other station in which a missionary is equally needed, and in which 
he would be willing to labour. 

Also, that the Corresponding Secretary be requested to write to 
the Rev. John Young, of Kentucky, in reply to his letters, inform- 
ing him, that on applying to the committee for the Western section 
of our country, appointed for the examination of applicants for 
missionary service, should he think proper to do so, they will make 
such a representation of the case to the Board as their piety and 
prudence may dictate, and to which the Board will find pleasure 
in paying the earliest attention. 

A letter from the Rev. J. A. Ranaldson at New Orleans, in which 
he signifies a willingness to accept a missionary appointment in 
that quarter, where, it appears, an extensive field for missionary la- 
bour ealls for the hand of cultivation, was taken into consideration, 
The case of Mr. Ranaldson was also recommended by a letter from 
the Rev. William B. Johnson. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the Rev. Mr. Ranaldson be em- 
ployed as a missionary of this Board in New Orleans and its vi- 
cinity : and that he be requested to visit such of the Indian tribes 
in that quarter as he has referred to in his letter, and others, if he 
can; and inquire into the practicability of establishing schools 
among them ; and that 500 dollars be forwarded to his assistance. 
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Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Board be pre- 
sented to the Rev. Dr. Marshman, for tendering to this body the 
acceptable compliment of his Cravis Sinica; and that the Cor- 
responding Secretary be requested to communicate to him this re- 
solution. | 

The committee appointed to confer with brother Rice respect- 
ing his tour of duty the present year, reported, that they recom- 
mend him to visit the Green River Association in Kentucky the 
latter part of July, and afterwards pursue such coursé as he may 
deem expedient for accomplishing the objects of his appointment. 
Unanimously accepted.—Adjourned. 

—<—2 4+ Oo - 

The Rev. Luther Rice thus concludes the narrative of his tour 
performed during the last year in the southern and western regions 
of the Union, to promote the objects of the Baptist Board of Fo- 


reign Missions : 


In addition to all these proofs that the missionary spirit is still 
gaining ground and extending its influence in this country, the mul- 
tiplication of societies furnishes one of the most convincing and of 
the most animating nature. These societies, especially Female so- 
cieties, have increased the last year beyond what it is inmy power 
distinctly to enumerate. 

The hope had, indeed, been indulged, that it would be practica- 
ble, by this time, to make out a complete list of the numerous and 
praiseworthy female institutions, spread, and multiplying through- 
out the United States ; but this cannot be done at present. 

It was very much my wish to have visited St. Louis in the course 
of the year, and for a considerable time the expectation was cher- 
ished of being able to gratify the wishes of the Board, as well as 
my own, in doing so ; but, availing myself of the discretion con- 
fided to me in relation to this point, | deemed it my duty to waive 
the visit to that place, for the sake of pursuing the course already 
narrated.. To say that this course has been marked with prosperi- 
ty, would fall exceedingly short of that thankful expression of de- 
vout gratitude so due to the signal kindness and mercy of the Lord. 
Since the date of my letter ofthe 19th of June, 1816, 1 have trav- 
elled 6600 miles—in populous and in dreary portions of country— 
through wildernesses and over rivers—across mountains and val- 
lies—in heat and cold—by day andby night—in weariness, and 
painfulness, and fastings, and loneliness ; but, not a moment has 
been lost for want of health; no painful calamity has fallen to my 
lot: no peril has closed upon me ; nor has fear been permitted to 
prey on my spirits ; nor even inquietude to disturb my peace. In. 
deed, constantly, has the favourable countenance of society to- 
wards the great objects of the mission animated my hopes, while 
thousands of condescending personal attentions and benefits to my- 
self and the cause, have awakened emotions, which it is alike im- 
possible to conceal, or to find terms sufficiently delicate and ex- 
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pressive to declare ; and the fact, that although so large a portion 
ofthe whole time has been unavoidably taken up in passing from 
place to place, I have, besides many other aids and liberalities, 
received for the missionary object, in cash and subscription, more 
than $4000, could not fail to create a confidence of success in the 
general concern, which nothing but a reverse, most unlikely to oc- 
cur, can possibly destroy. ‘This fact, too, is the more animating 
and sustaining, because, while the sum is but little larger than what 
passed through my hands last year, the time of collecting it 
has been considerably shorter, and a much smaller proportion of 
it consists of remittances from mission societies ; remittances being 
this year made by the delegates to the Convention. This, there- 
fore, in conjunction with the multiplying of mission societies, es- 
pecially considering some other things not necessary to be here 
mentioned, marks decisively a regularly growing increase of evan- 
gelic missionary zeal; and who can repress the exclamation—the 
Lord hath done great things for us ! blessed be the Lord God, who 
only doeth wondrous things ; and let the whole earth be filled with his 
glory ! 

With sentiments of great respect and affection, 

Your Agent, LUTHER RICE. 
Rev. Dr. Sravcuton, Cor. Sec’ry, &c. 
Philadelphia, May 6, 1817. 


[From the Report of the General Convention, it appears that the 
number of Churches in the Baptist connexion in the United States 
in May, was 2727; the number of their ministers was 1935; the 
number of members in fellowship was 183,245 ;—and that there 
were baptized during the last year, on a profession of repentance 
and faith, upwards of ten thousand, 

By the Treasurer's account with the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions, it appears that the contributions to the Missionary fund 
during the past year amounted to 14,335 ,79 Dollars—and that on 
the 10th of May their funds consisted of Cash $ 10,051 63; U.S. 
6 per cent Stock $ 11,199 4; ; and 3 shares in the Bank of Ameri- 
ca $ 300. ] 

—2Io— 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
Letter from Rev. Asa Messer, dated Norwich, (Chenango County,) 
June 20, 1817. 


7 (Communicated for the Christian Herald } 
ear Sir, 


In answer to your request communicated by Mr. F. I will en- 
deavour to give you some account of the religious revival which we 
have lately witnessed in this place. In June, 1814, a Congrega- 
tional Church was formed consisting of 21 members, and a Baptist 
Church was formed a little before. Previous to this there was but 
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very little attention paid to religion. Tlie people rarely heard: the 
preaching of the Gospel. If a minister was occasionally with them, 
it-was with much difficulty that he could obtain ‘an audience! Iwas 
told’ by one that he endeavoured to collect a sufficient: number for 
a prayer meeting, but his attempt was fruitléss) God was not 
worshipped in the sanctuary or in the family. The ordinances of 
the Gospel were disregarded. The people were notorious‘for vice, 
and almost every species of wickedness. They were profane. 
They did not manifest that reverence’ towards God which Divine 
worship usually produces. If the Sabbath could be distinguished 
from other days; it was by being more devoted to the pursuit of 
vanity, and the pratiice of iniquity. The youth were conformed 
tothe course of this world. Nothing was more foreign to their de- 
sire than to attend to things of a serious or religious nature. Vain 
company was their delight, and vain amusements the object of their 
unwearied pursuit. It seemed as if the inhabitants of this village 
were left to fill up the measure of their iniquities, and to go on 
from one degree of wickedness to another, till the patience of God 
should be wearied, and he destroy them in his holy displeasure. 

But in the midst of wrath God has remembered mercy. The 
Church were united. Those who had entered into covenant with 
each other were faithful. They illustrated the excellency of the 
Christian religion in their lives and conversation. Their faith was 
strong, and their love fervent. ‘They seemed to manifest a more 
than ordinary attachment to one another. Their happy society 
could not but attract the attention of the irreligious and profane, 
and convince the world that they had been with Jesus. It was 
truly aselect and fruitful spot, amidst the surrounding desolations. 
We have reason to believe that many sincere petitions were made 
by them for the outpouring of the Divine Spirit. 

It was not, however, till about the middle of December, 1816, 
that there appeared to be a special work of God. The Church 
were at that time excited to a more lively sense of their duty, by 
the faithful preaching of a neighbouring minister. He set forth in 
an impressive manner the folly and ingratitude of those who sleep 
in time of harvest. They were sensible that something must be 
done, but they did not know how to perform it. In the mean time 
conference meetings became very much crowded ; they were so- 
lemn and interesting ; but there were none of the brethren who 
had been accustomed to come forward and address the throne of 
grace in the presence of the ungodly, and exhort sinners to repent. 
They were as sheep without a shepherd. They engaged in the 
work with a trembling hand. They did not dare to keep silence, 
and yet they feared they should not discharge their duty in such a 
manner as to recommend religion to unbelievers. At one mecting 
there was read an account of the religious revival in Lenox, Mas- 
sachusetts. The people inquired with great solicitude whether 
these things were so. The subject was new to them. They 
sought for information with eager curiosity. They were ignorant 
of what God had been doing in our land. It appeared as if they 
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bad never once reflected that ‘ except they were born again, they 
could net enter into the kingdom of God.’ 

On the evening of New-Year's day a certain class of the youth 
attended a ball in the village, and there was a conference at the 
same time. ‘These were appointments very diverse in their na- 
ture, and many of the youth had severe struggles in their minds in 
determining at which place they should attend. It was a critical 
period. They halted between two opinions. They hesitated 
whether to serve God or Baal. On the one hand Satan tempted ; 
on the other conscience remonstrated. On the one hand they 
were solicited by their evil propensities to go and enjoy the plea- 
sures of mirth, and the recreations of the ball-room; on the other 
they were invited by the influences of the Holy Spirit to turn from 
vanity, and prepare to meet their God. It was emphatically a 
sealing time. Life and death were set before them, and it was an 
exigence which called upon them to act decisively. Some who had 
made preparation, and were resolved to go to the place of recrea- 
tion, afterwards began to hesitate. One young man particularly, 
who had been uncommonly impetuous in the pursuit of vanity, 
was deeply convicted of his sin the very day of the appointment. 
And even after they were assembled, some were so much affected 
and so greatly distressed on account of their conduct, that they left the 
ball-room and sought relief in tears. Thus there was a striking 
contrast between the different pursuits of the youth The occasion 
excited public attention to a very considerable degree, and we 
have reason to believe that the event was favourable to their high- 
est interest. 

From this time the work became general. It was deep, rapid, 
and irresistible. There was scarcely a thoughtless mind in the 
whole village. Business was in a great measure suspended. 
They exchanged their usual employments forthe service of God. 
Religious meetings were attended almost every day in the week. 
Saints were vigilant and active, their faith was strong. Their zeal 
was not enthusiasm, but it was an ardent zeal, and they felt as if 
they had much to do. They seemed to possess in an eminent de- 
gree that which may be denominated religious action, which will 
always be manifested more or less in seasons of revival. They 
were not discouraged by the unbelief-or obstinacy of others. The 
sovereign power of God communicated energy to their entreaties. 
With trembling and affectionate concern they went to their ungod- 
ly friends, who were distinguished for profligacy and infidelity, 
and conversed with them about Jesus Christ, the Saviour of sin- 
ners. It was an unnatural and unwelcome theme, but they were 
not ashamed to introduce it. Impenitent sinners were astonished 
and alarmed. Many of them had never witnessed such a scene be- 
fore. They were seriously impressed with a sense of their wick- 
edness. ‘They saw that their whole lives were one continual de- 
parture from God, and that the mercy which could rescue them 
from ruin would be infinite. They did not esteem sin to be a 
‘light evil, or a kind of infirmity which deserved the compassion of 
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God. They frankly confessed their guilt, and the deep depravity 
of human nature. ‘They saw that they were justly condemned by 
the Divine law ; that they could not justify themselves by their 
own merit ; and that nothing but the blood of Christ could pur- 
chase their redemption. 

Although it may be said that the majority of those who are the 
subjects of this work are youth, yet it is by no means confined to 
them. The moralist has been brought to acknowledge the insufhi- 
ciency of mere morality. There was one man particularly, who 
was often referred to as a standard. It was a remark frequently 
made by the impenitent, that if this man became a Christian, reli- 
gion was necessary for them also. But this man, we trust, became 
a Christian. Two others also, who had for a long time advocated 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation, renounced their error, and be- 
came the trophies of Divine grace. 

‘There were some who had a very deep and overwhelming sense 
of their guilt. The penalty of the Divine law was set home to their 
consciences with great power. They felt themselves to be under 
the condemnation of the law, and they were miserable. ‘Their 
distress was extreme. Nothing that was said to them could engage 
their attention or lessen the anguish of their minds. But at the 
same time they possessed their reasoning faculty entire. It was 
not a senseless melancholy, or an obstinate despair. It was not 
infatuation. Their pain appeared to be the result of a genuine 
conviction of sin. ‘They were disconsolate, because they did not 
enjoy the presence of God. As soon as they felt the joys of par- 
doned sin, their darkness was dispelled: they were calm and un- 
speakably happy. 

Upwards of sixty have been added to the Congregational Church 
in this place, and the Baptist Church has been increased by more 
than one hundred. Zion has had new accessions of strength: the 
operation of the Spirit of God has been very conspicuous. In 
this place, which was once the strong hold of Satan, there has been 
a great and unexpected change. Christians have great cause for a 
lively exercise of gratitude. The resort of vice and infidelity has 
been converted into an asylum for the church. ‘Ihe wilderness 
has been made to rejoice, and the desert to bud and blossom as the 
rose. Yours, respectfully 

ASA MESSER. 
-—2+o— 
Extract of a letter from a gentleman on Shelter Island, Long Island 
Sound, (N. Y.) to his brother in this vicinity, dated June 2, 1817. 

Shelter-Island, within two years past (as perhaps you have 
heard) has heen a scene of the Lord’s power and grace. Perhaps 
a greater moral revolution has seldom been effected in any place. 
Profane language, drunkenness, gross violations of the Sabbath, 
and a fearful indifference to eternal things, overspread the island 
to an alarming degree. Eleven hogsheads of rum were annually 
consumed by a population not exceeding three hundred ! Many of 
the inhabitants spent the Sabbath in fishing, shvoting, or in their 
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secular employments. These persons are now the serious and hum- 
ble worshippers of God. One hogshead of rum supplies the de- 
mands of the island. ‘The people give a general and serious at- 
tendance on public worship. The Church consists of about 60 
members, one half of whom are fruits of the “ revival ;” and num- 
bers have yet delayed a public profession of religion, who in the 
judgment of charity were the subjects of regenerating grace during 
that season of refreshing. 


Remarks on the foregoing statement. 


1. This island had not enjoyed the regular administration of the 
Gospel ordinances fora number of years. ‘The “ pious few” were 
weak and incompetent to the effort of supporting the ministry con- 
stantly among them. They met, however, regularly on the Sabbath 
at their little Sanctuary, and sometimes found Him there ‘‘ whom the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain”—there they prayed, read, sang, 
and exhorted—waiting under the direction of their elders and dea- 
cons for the influences of the Holy Spirit, to give them a Pentecost. 
They waited not in vain. The Lord came with power. He 
gave them his blessing. He made the arms of their hands strong, 
and encouraged their hearts. O that ofher churches in .similar 
circumstances would ‘go and do. likewise,” instead of folding 
their arms in view of Zion’s -desolations, and saying, ‘‘ we can’t 
effect any thing.” ’Tis the voice of the sluggard, grating in the 
ears of the God of Heaven. 

2. The wonderful revolution on that little ‘‘ isle of the ocean” 
was clearly effected, ‘* not by might, nor by power,”’ but by ‘“ the 
Spirit of the Lord of Hosts,” through the instrumentality of those 
who ‘‘ abounded,” not in gifts of eloquence, but ‘‘ in the work of 
faith, in the labour of love, and the patience of hope.” 

3. We learn why rum.-pedlars, and rum-drinking defenders, are 
such mortal enemies to ‘‘ revivals.” Their ‘* great Diana” is in 
danger. ‘The craft by which they have their wealth loses reputa- 
tion. ‘* Some cry one thing, and some another ;” but all agree 
that the temple of Bacchus ‘‘ must not be despised, nor his magni- 
ficence destroyed,” lest he be angry, and allow no more wages ta 
his ** craftsmen !” { Recorder. 


= 4 


BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


KENNEBECK BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the 1st Report, made at Hallowell, 4th June, 1817. 

In entering upon the duties of their office, two objects claimed 
the attention of the Trustees. It was one of those objects to en- 
large the list of subscribers ; the other, to ascertain by actual in- 
quiry the number of families in the county destitute of the sacred 
Scriptures ; that so faras the funds of the Society would permit, 
a supply might be furnished proportioned to the deficiency. With 
these objects in view, a Circular was prepared and transmitted to 
ventiemen of respectability residing in the various towns of the 
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County, in which their aid was requested, both ia procuring sub- 
scribers, and in obtaining the desired information. 

Returns have been, in part, received of subscribers’ from the 
following towns viz.—Augusta, Hallowell, Fairfax, Harlem, Mal- 
ta, Monmouth, Pittston, Readfield, Unity, Vassalborough, Win- 
slow, and Winthrop. The number exceeds a hundred. The 
amount subscribed is about a hundred and sixty dollars. The sum 
that has been paid to the Treasurer is sixty-four dollars and thirty- 
ty-five cents. 

But little information has yet been communicated respecting 
destitute families. It is believed that the number is not small. 

In the course of the last winter one hundred 12mo Bibles were 
purchased for distribution. The Trustees were aware that this 
was but a small number when compared with the deficiency to be 
supplied ; but in paying even for this small number, purchased at 
a very low rate, the Treasurer has found the amount of subscrip- 
tions already received, insufficient. 

Our Society is still in its infancy. But let not “the day ot 
smal] things” be disregarded. If you trace the mighty river that 
enriches nations to its source, you find it a little rivulet, run- 
ning among the hills. ‘* There shall be a handful of corn on the 
top of the mountains, the fruit thereof shall shake like the forest of 
Lebanon.” 

In our own country the number of Bible Societies has been very 
considerably increased during the past year. They are to be 
found in every State in the Union. There are at present nearly 
200. Of these, about one half have declared themselves auxiliary 
to the National Society, organized the last year at New-York. 
The success of that Institution has already far surpassed the ex- 
pectations of its most sanguine friends. We do not doubt that In- 
finite Wisdom designs it to be an instrument of very extensive good. 

Hon. Daniel Cony, President; Samuel Moody, Esq., 1st Vice- 
President ; Robert H. Gardiner, Esq., 2d Vice-President ; Daniel 
Stone, Esq., 3d Vice-President ; Gen. Henry Sewall, Recording 
Secretary ; Rev. Benjamin Tappan, Corresponding Secretary ; Hon. 
Nathan Weston, jun. Treasurer ; John Sewall, Esq., Auditor. 

Voted, unanimously, As an additional article to the Constitution, 
that this Society be Auxiliary to the American Bible Society. 


= +o 


‘The Sussex Auxiliary Bible Society,’ (New-Jersey,) was insti- 
tuted in May last. It is a Branch of the New-Jersey Bible Soci- 
ety. After supplying with Bibles the destitute in Sussex County, 
the residue of its funds is to be paid to the parent Society of the 
State, to aid in disseminating the Holy Scriptures along its bor 
ders, and in remote places where they may be wanted. 

The concerns of the Institution are conducted by a Board of 23 
Managers, assisted by agents appointed by the Board in each town- 
ship of the County, who collect subscriptions and distribute Bi- 
bles, and account therefor to the Managers. 
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The contribution of one dollar annually consitutes a member, 
and fifteen dollars a member for life. 
Orricers. John Linn, Esq., President ; Peter D. Vroom, jun., 
Cor. Secretary ; Samuel Johnson, of Newton, Treasurer. 
—5.+o— 
MARINE BIBLE SOCIETY OF NEW-HAVEN. 


Ata meeting of a number of gentlemen of various religious de- 
nominations, convened agreeably to notice at Ne w- Haven, (Conn.) 
on the 4th of July instant, a Marine Bible Society was formed, 
auxiliary to the Marine B.S. of New-York. 

Every person subscribing one sixteenth of a dollar per month 
becomes a member of the Society; and ten dollars, a member for 
life. 

Every subscriber is entitled to the amount of his subscription in 
Bibles at cost, provided it:be equal to the amount of one or more 
copies. The business of the Society to be conducted by a Presi- 
dent, 4 Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, and 20 Man- 
agers ; five of whom to be a quorum o transact business. The 
annual meetings to be held Ist of April. 

Elias Shipman, Esq. President; Mr. Elihu Sandford, Treasur- 
er; Mr. Timothy Bishop, Secretary. 

+o 
COLONIZATION OF PEOPLE OF COLOUR. 


On Tuesday, July 8th, a number of gentlemen in Baltimore, 
pursuant to public notice assembled at the church of Dr. Inglis, to 
take into question the propriety of forming a society for the colo- 
nization of the blacks, auxiliary to the society already established 
at Washington for that purpose. Colonel Howard was called to 
the chair, and John Hoffman, Esq. appointed Secretary. The 
business was then opened by reading sundry communications from 
the Society at Washington, explaining the progress already made 
in this interesting work. A correspondence it appeared had already 
been opened with several individuals, (Thomas Clarkson, Mr. Wil- 
berforce, and others,) who have rendered their names illustrious in 
the service of humanity. ‘This correspondence was directed to 
one object, and that was to ascertain what part of the African coast 
would be the most suitable place for the establishment of the con- 
templated colony. The province of Sherbro was proposed as com- 
bining many advantages—it was surrounded by petty sovereigns, 
of dispositions mild and pacific—it was free from the claims of any 
European power, and might be purchased of the natives at a fair 
valuation. The General Society had already appointed an agent 
to proceed to the coast of Africa, to make all necessary inquiries 
on this subject, to enable the Society to”report to Congress at the 
next session of that body.—Francis Key, Esq. arose, and in a 
speech that enlightened while it warmed, delineated the future 
grandeur and importance of the objects in view. The orator said 
that he delighted to contemplate the day as not far distant, when 
we should behold this colony surrounded with all the blessings ot 
civilization—the spires of temples glittering in the sun—the har- 
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bours shaded by the snowy wings of departing or of returning com- 
merce—the hum of industry resounding in the streets—and when 
it was asked what nation had been the parent of such multiplied 
blessings, the natives would reply,—pointing to the emblem of 
our sovereignty ,—the nation with the star-spangled banner. The 
enthusiasm produced by the orator’s discourse was now made man- 


It was at once resolved to form an auxiliary society—a mo- 


tion was made to adjourn for the purpose of appointing a committee ,; 
to draft and to report a Constitution at the next meeting—the Socie- 
ty would not consent to this—a Constitution was formed upon the 
spot, and a Committee is appointed by the Chairman to visit every 
ward and to obtain signatures. It appears that the President and all 
the heads of departments have pledged themselves to render all the 


assistance in their power, both personal and official. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 
Lines addressed to a youth far gone in a consumption. 
Dear youth, my bosom bleeds for thee, 
When thus thy faded form I see,— 
So young—and yet so near the grave ! 
And is there none hath power to save ? 
Is there no radiant beam on high 
To light again that languid eye ? 
To cause that cheek again to bloom, 
Now clad in livery of the tomb ? 
Yes, brother, yes, thy Saviour God 
Can soon remove thy sharpest pain, 
In Jove withdraw his chast’ning rod, 
And give thee health and joy again. 
Or, if it be his righteous will 
That thou should’st yet these sorrows bear, 
And suffer pain and sickness still, 
He bids thee cast on Him thy care. 
Tell then to Jesus all thy woes,— | 
Jesus, who once on Calv’ry bled ;— : 
Go, at his feet thy wants disclose, 
And on his bosom rest thy head : 
For he will hear the mourner’s cry, 
His Spirit will sweet comfort bring, 
His gracious help is ever nigh, 
His love’s a never failing spring. 
Oh, turn thine eyes from earth to heav’n, 
And fix thy trust on Him alone ; 
He will pronounce thy sins forgiv’n, 
Thy ransom'd spirit he will own. 
Then what on earth hast thou to fear, 
If Israel’s God thy steps attend ? 
He’ll smooth thy bed of sorrow here, 
And be, in death, thy guide and friend. 


CHRISTIANA. | 





